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U.  S.  Weather  Bureau 


712  Federal  Office  Building 
Kansas  City  6,  Missouri 


Meteorologist  in  Charge  

Weather  Bureau  Airport  Station 
Box  1250 
Reno,  Hev. 


Truckee,  Carson,  Walker 
and  Susan  River  Basins. 


Climatologist  

Weather  Bureau  Office 
501  Federal  Bldg, 
Salt  Lake  City  1,  Utah 


Basins  in  Nevada  with 
the  exception  of  the 


Hvnnboldt  River  Basin 
and  other  miscellaneous 


Tnickee,  Carson,  Walker 
and  Susan  River  Basins 


State  of  Nevada 


FEDERAL  -  STATE  COOPERATIVE 
SNOW  SURVEYS  MD  WATER  SUPPLY  FORECASTS 

for 
NEVADA 


Report  Prepared 
by 

Norman  S.  B3.II,  Hydraulic  Engineer 

Soil  Conservation  Service 
1^1-85  Wells  Avenue 
Reno,  Nevada 


Issued  by 


George  Hardman 
State  Conservationist 
Soil  Conservation  Service 


Hugh  A.  Shamberger 
Nevada  State  Engineer 


February  9.  1955 


20 


SNOW  COURSES 

NEVADA 

SEPTEMBER  1954 


25  50  75 


SCALE   IN  MILES 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE, SOIL  CONSERVATION     SERVICE  .1 


7-0-14858- L 


IfJKBER 

NAME 

Sh.C. 

rwp. 

RGE. 

SNAKS  RIVHl 

15-H-  1 

Bear  Creek 

31 

U6N 

58E 

15-H-  2 

Fox  Creek 

33 

ii6N 

58E 

15-H-  3 

76  Creek 

6 

UiN 

58E 

j.p— n—  J 

Pinld  Creek 

ii5N 

56e 

15-H-  U 

* 

Big  Bend 

30 

h5N 

56E 

OWTHSE  RI/Sl 

17-H-  2 

Lower  Buckskin 

25 

U5N 

39E 

17 -H-  1 

Upper  Buckskin 

u 

h5N 

39E 

17-H-  3 

-> 

Kartin  Creek 

18 

UUN 

hOE 

17-H-  U 

Granite  Peak 

2? 

39E 

15-H-  5 

Gold  Creek 

31 

a5N 

56E 

15-H-  ii 

Big  ^end 

30 

U5N 

56E 

15-H-  7 

* 

Fry  Canyon 

31 

li3N 

5I4E 

15-H-  6 

Rodeo  Flat 

36 

L3N 

53E 

16-H-  1 

Lower  Jack  Creek 

18 

L2N 

53E 

16-H-  2 

Upper  Jack  Creek 

o 

U2N 

53E 

15_H_  8 

Treniewan  Ranch 

9 

39N 

55E 

15-H-  9 

Taylor  Canyon 

35 

39fi 

53s 

UPPER  HLTO0J3T  RIVER 

15-K-  1 

3ear  Creek 

31 

1j6h 

58E 

15-11-  2 

Fox  Creek 

33 

li6N 

58E 

15-K-  : 

76  Creek 

6 

\M\ 

58E 

15-H-  5 

Gold  Creek 

31 

U5N 

56E 

15-H-  ii 

Big  Bend 

30 

U5N 

56E 

15-H-  7 

Fry  Canyon 

31 

U3N 

5I4E 

15-H-  6 

Rodeo  Flat 

36 

U3K 

53E 

Ib-H-  1 

Lower  Jack  Creek 

18 

53E 

16-H-  2 

■X" 

Upper  Jack  Creek 

9 

ii2N 

53E 

15-H-  8 

Tremewan  Ranch 

9 

39N 

55E 

15-K-  9 

Taylor  Canyon 

35 

3?N 

53E 

15-H-lO 

Lower  Trout  Creek 

28 

37N 

61E 

15-H-ll 

Uijper  Trout  Greek 

L 

36N 

61E 

15-J-  1 

Dorsey  Basin 

28 

35N 

60E 

15-J-  2 

f^an  Ranch 

1 

3lA' 

59E 

15-J-  3 

Dry  Crp  ek 

5 

3)JJ 

605 

15-J-  h 

Lamoille  #1 

15 

32M 

58E 

15-J-  5 

lamoille  #2 

lb 

32N 

58S 

15-J-  6 

Lamoille  #3 

2li 

32N 

58E 

15-J-  7 

Lam.oille  #1j 

19 

32N 

59E 

15-J-  8 

Lamoille  #5 

31 

32N 

59E 

15-J-  9 

Green  Mountain 

23 

29N 

57E 

15-J-lO 

Harrison  Pass  #1 

9 

28N 

57E 

15-J-ll 

Harrison  Pass  #2 

16 

26N 

57E 

15-J-12 

Corral  Canyon 

27 

28K 

57E 

LOWER  hTJM'eOLDT  RIVER 

17-K-  2 

Lower  Buckskin 

25 

l45N 

39^ 

17-H-  1 

Upper  Buckskin 

11 

L5N 

39E 

17-H-  3 

Martin  Creek 

18 

UluN 

UOE 

17-K-  \x 

Granite  Peak 

22 

LluN 

39E 

17-H-  5 

Lamance  Creek 

13 

li2M 

38E 

16-H-  3 

Midas 

16 

39N 

U6E 

17-K-  1 

Big  Creek  Camp  Gr jund 

10 

17N 

1j3E 

17-K-  2 

Big  Creek  Mine 

23 

17N 

Ij3E 

17-K-  3 

Upper  "Bin;  Creek 

26 

17N 

[i3E 

17-L-  1 

Lower  Corral 

12 

IIN 

lOE 

17 -L-  2 

Upper  Corral 

20 

HE 

I4IE 

17-J-  1 

Golconda 

2? 

35N 

39E 

EASTERN  HEVi-DA 

15-J-13 

Cave  Creek 

25 

27N 

57E 

15-J-lLi 

Hager  Canyon 

31' 

27N 

57E 

lli-K-  3 

Murray  Summit 

25 

loN 

o2E 

iL-i^  1 

Baker  #1 

29 

13N 

69  E 

ll;-L-  2 

Baker  #2 

30 

13N 

69E 

IL-L-  3 

Baker  #3 

25 

13N 

6bE 

Ib-K-  2 

Berry  Creek 

26 

17N 

65  E 

IL-K-  1 

Bird  Creek 

3)j 

19K 

65E 

15-K-  1 

Robinson  Sunmit 

3li 

18N 

6li; 

15-K-  2 

Kimberly 

18 

16N 

62E 

LOWER  CubOR^JIO  RIVsH 

15-M-  6 

Rainbow  Canyon 

31 

I9S 

57E 

15-N-  5 

Kyle  Canyon 

26 

I9S 

56E 

15-K-  h 

Lee  Canyon  #1 

10 

19  S 

56a 

Ib-ii-  3 

Lee  Canyon  #2 

9 

19S 

56E 

l5-:v-  7 

Rainbow  Canyon  /^2 

6 

20S 

57E 

111-;-:-  1 

Matnew  Canyon 

11 

5S 

70E 

Ih--'-  2 

Pine  Canyon 

11 

6S 

69  E 

NL1-13ER  NME  SEC.    T^vP.  RGE. 


CENTRAL  GRE;.T  BASIN 


15-N-  2 

Clark  Canyon 

8 

19S 

56E 

xp— 1.—  J. 

jii^ougri  opruigo 

^5 

Xoo 

55c 

wUKirlCitN  UHK.--J.  J^.DiN 

19-K-  1 

Bald  Mountain 

17 

h5N 

21E 

18-H-  1 

Disaster  Peak 

8 

Ii7N 

3UE 

LAKE  TAHOE 

20-L-  l 

(Cal.)  Lake  Lucille 

28 

12N 

17S 

20-L-  1 

(Cal.)  Ruoicon  #1 

6 

13N 

17fi 

19-i-.3 

(Cal.)  Hagans  Meadow 

36 

12N 

I8fi 

19-L-  2 

(Cal.)  Freel  Bench 

36 

12N 

18E 

20-K-17 

(Cal.)  Ward  Creek 

21 

15N 

16E 

19-L-  1 

(Cal.)  Upper  Truckee 

21 

12N 

18E 

2O-K-I6 

(Cal.)  Tahoe  City 

6 

15N 

17  E 

20-L-  2 

(Cali)  Rubicon  #2 

6 

13N 

17E 

20-K-18 

(Cal.)  Rubicon  #3 

32 

liiN 

17E 

20-L-  3 

'^La±. ;  Kicnarctsons  wc 

o 

20-1,.  5 

(Cal.)  Echo  Summit 

6 

IIN 

18E 

19-K-  \\ 

Marlette  Lake 

13 

Ida 

19-i.-llx 

Daggetts  Pass 

19 

13N 

19E 

19-K-  6 

Glenbrook  #2 

13 

IhN 

18E 

19_K-  2  * 

Mt.  Rose 

7 

17N 

19E 

■mUCKEE  RIVER 

20-K-  5 

(Cal.)  Independence  Lake 

9 

18N 

15S 

20-K-  1  * 

(Cal.)  Webber  i'eak 

30 

19K 

lliS 

20-K-lO  ■«■ 

(Cal.)  Donner  Sujimit 

25 

17N 

lUE 

20-K- 17  * 

(Cal.)  Ward  Creek 

21 

15N 

16E 

20-K-  2 

(Cal.)  Webber  Lake 

20 

19N 

liiE 

20-K-  6 

(Cal.)  Sage  Hen  Greek 

7 

18N 

16E 

20-K-16  * 

(Cal.)  Tanoe  City 

6 

15N 

17  E 

2O-K-I3 

(Cal.)  Truckee  #2 

22 

17N 

16E 

20-K-  3 

(Cal.)  Independence  Creek 

lii 

19N 

15E 

20-K-lli 

(Cal.)  Boca  #2 

28 

18N 

17  E 

20-K-  8  if- 

(Cal.)  Furnace  Flat 

10 

17N 

13E 

20-K-  7  * 

( Cal. )  Fordyce  Lake 

3h 

18N 

13E 

20-K-  9  * 

(Cal.)  Soda  Springs 

23 

17N 

iijE 

^0-K-  h 

(Cal.)  Independence  Camp 

3h 

19N 

15E 

19-K-  2 

V-t-  R/^oo 

liX..  rtose 

7 
1 

1  OF 

20-K-12 

( Cal. )  Truckee  Ranger  Station 

10 

17N 

16E 

20-K-ll 

(Cal.)  Dopjier  Lake 

19-K-  1 

K  g  Meadows 

15 

IBK 

18E 

10_K-  3 

Little  Valley 

17 

16N 

19E 

2O-K-I5 

(Cal.)  Squaw  Valley 

6 

15N 

loE 

X7— Jj— U 

^  Cal. )  Carson  Pass 

P2 

ION 

18E 

19-1^6 

(Cal.)  Poison  Flat 

25 

m 

21E 

19-L-5 

(Cai.)  Blue  Lakes 

30 

9N 

19-K-5 

Clear  Creek 

16 

~\  1  T- 
iiil^ 

19^ 

WAIKER  RIVER 

I9-L-I2 

(Cal.)  Center  Mountain 

h 

3N 

23E 

19-L-  7 

(Cal.)  Sonera  Pass 

1 

5N 

2xE 

19-L-li 

(Cax.)  Buckeye  Forks 

20 

IjN 

23E 

19-1-13 

(Cal.)  Virginia  Lakes 

5 

2N 

25E 

19-L-  9 

(Cal.)  Wixlow  Flat 

21 

5N 

23E 

19-L- 10 

(Cal.)  Buckeye  Roughs 

-1  c; 

Lll\ 

19-L-  8 

(Cal.)  Leavitt  Meadows 

U 

5N 

22E 

19-M-  1  * 

(Cal.)  Tioga  Pass 

30 

Hv' 

25E 

18-L-  1 

Lapon  Meadow 

36 

8N 

28E 

16-L-  2 

Kt.  Grant 

23 

8N 

28E 

■!!•    Located  on  adjacent  watershed 

INDEX  to  NEVADA  SNOW  COURSES 


PRELIMINAEY  WATEE  SUPPLY  OUTLOOK 


FOR  NEVADA 
February  1,  1955 


*  Snow  stored  water  in  Nevada  ranges  from  poor  in 
the  northeastern  portion  to  fair  in  the  Sierras  * 

*  to  good  in  the  southeastern  section.    Above  ^ 

*  normal  snowfall  for  the  next  two  months  will.^be  * 
^  needed  in  the  northern  portion  to  moderate  * 

*  expected  shortages .  * 


Key  snow  courses  measured  in  the  Upper  Humboldt, 
Owyhee  and  Snake  River  watersheds  indicate  a  snow  water 
content  of  50  to  70  percent  normal  as  of  February  1. 
Lake  Tahoe  and  Truckee  River  watersheds  have  about  85 
percent  of  normal  snowpack  at  the  lower  elevations.  High 
elevation  snow  measures  near  normal  in  these  two  water- 
sheds .    Moving  south  along  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Sierra 
Neyadas,  Carson  Pass  in  the  Carson  River  watershed 
measured  110  percent  normal  as  of  this  date.    Snow  svirveys 
on  the  headwaters  of  the  Walker  Rivers  at  Sonora.  Pass 
and  Virginia  Lakes  indicate  a  normal  snow  pack  at  high 
elevations . 

In  southeastern  Nevada  at  Pine  and  Mathew  Canyons 
on  Clover  Creek,  tributary  to  Meadow  Valley  Wash,  more 
snow  stored  water  was  measured  at  this  date  than  since 
the  courses  were  established  in  19^9* 

Streamflow  during  January  on  the  West  Walker  near 
Coleville  was  I09  percent  of  normal  while  the  Humboldt 
at  Palisade  was  only  kS  percent  normal.    Reservoir  storage 
in  general  is  poor.    Lake  Mead^  behind  Hoover  Dam, 
stored  12,305j,000  acre  feet  of  usable  water.    This  is 
only  6k  percent  of  the  past  ten  year  average.    Rye  Patch 
on  the  Humboldt  stored  only  7^000  acre  feet  which  is 
only  6  percent  of  the  19^3-52  ten  year  average. 
Lahontan  Reservoir  impounded  138,000  acre  feet  as  of 
February  1  which  is  72  percent  of  the  past  ten  year 
average . 


STATUS  OF  RESERVOIR  STORAGE 

FEBRUARY  1,  1955 
"  USABLE 

CAPACITY  THOUS.  ACRE  FEET  USABLE  STORAGE  ABOUT  FEB.  1 


BASIN  AND  (Thous.  lO-yr.  Ave. 

STEEM  RESERVOIR  A.F.)  1955  195^  1953  19^3-52 

Owjz-hee  V/ildhorse  33  2  l6  l8  12 

Lower  Humboldt     Rye  Patch  I78  7  5$  137  II6 

Colorado  Mohave  l;8lO  1,65^  1^686  1;,621  New  reservoir 

Colorado  Mead  27,217  12,305  l6,511  l8,972  19A53 

Tahoe  Tahoe  732  393  533  600  436 

Truckee  Boca  kl  3  5  1^  .10 

Carson  Lahontan  286  I38  212  2^0  193 

West  Walker  Topaz  59  16  36  5I  36 

East  Walker  Bridgeport  k2  ih  32  35  29 
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MIVADA  COOPERATIVE  SNOVJ  SURVEYS 


Agencies  Cooperating  in  Collecting  Data  Contained 

in  this  Bulletin 


FEDERAL 

Soil  Conservation  Service 
Forest  Service 
Geological  Survey 
Bureau  of  Reclamation 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
Army 

Air  Force 

STATE 

Nevada  State  Engineer 
Nevada  State  Forester -Fir e"^rden 
Colorado  River  Commission  of  Nevada 
California  Cooperative  Snow  Surveys 
California  Division  of  Water  Resources 
Oregon  Cooperative  Snow  Surveys 

PRIVATE 

Walker  River  Irrigation  District 
Amalgamated  Sugar  Company 
Owyhee  Project  North  Board  of  Control 
Owyhee  Project  South  Board  of  Control 
Virginia  City  Water  Company 
Kennecott  Copper  Corporation 
Squaw  Valley  Development  Company 
Pacific  Gas  u  Electric  Company 
Nevada  Irrigation  District 


Federal  -  State  -  Private 
COOPERATIVE  SNOW  SURVEYS 


Furnishes  the  basic  data 
necessary  for  forecasting 
water  supply  for  irrigation, 
domestic  and  municipal  water 
supply,  hydro-electric  power 
generation,  navigation, 
mining  and  industry 


"WATER  IS  THE  WEST'S  GREATEST  RESOURCE" 


